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1.0. INTRODUCTION 

The objective of education in Mauritius to provide the growing number of students with equitable 

access to education aiming at ensuring that the education which is conveyed to them is effective 

and efficient in enhancing the required and fundamental skills, abilities and knowledge in order to 

avoid any mismatch. This will consequently help the students to contribute entirely to the society 

as well as the economy of Mauritius. A multifaceted approach is required to improve the quality 

of education provided to the students. The reason of this research is main attributed to the 

importance of English language as a requirement at the primary and secondary level in Mauritius. 

The key areas of concern of this research proposal therefore involve the background of the study, 

the problem statement, the research aims and objectives, the significant of the research, the 

conceptual framework for the literature review and the research methods used for the analysis.  

2.0. BACKGROUND OF STUDY 

It is through classroom based which the students in Mauritius are able to learn the English as a 

second language in primary and secondary schools. The School certificate English Language 

curriculum normally summaries the aims, objectives, content and the type of examination the 

students need to take for this subject. 

In the Mauritian educational system, the English language holds aprivileged status of being the 

official medium of instruction at all levels. The English language is the sole area of study whose 

influence infuses the entire results of the students. As such, failure in English automatically 

overturns the certificate despite the performance in other subjects may range from good to 

excellent. The English Language at School Certificate level is unquestionably perceived as a 

frightening subject among many students in Mauritius. The percentage of passes in the English 

Language papers set by the University of Cambridge has been declining over the past years. Policy 

makers, educational researchers and educators are concerned about the qualitative performance of 

the students and also about the major factors that influence the students’ performance. 

2.0. PROBLEM STATEMENT  

There is a number of factors which affect the achievement of the students in the English language 

either positively or negatively. English has always been a major problem that many students face. 



The main problem which is identified is that every year, a significant number of School Certificate 

candidates are unable to secure a credit or even a pass in English language. Below is the statistics 

of percentage pass of students in English language in Mauritius for the last five years. Based on 

below Table 1.0. the performance of the School Certificate candidates in the English language has 

considerably declined which can be described as an alarming issue. 

Table 1.0. – Performance of English Language at SC Level 

 2011 2012 2013 2015 2015 

English Language - 1125 93% 95.24 % 91.4 % 89.57% 88.35 % 

% Credit 51 % 54.30 % 53.4 % 53.16 % 50.79 % 

English Language - 1126 73 % 76.8 % 68.47 % 65.2 % 60.2 % 

% Credit 14 % 16.45 % 10.47 % 10.43 % 9.83 % 

With reference to the Table 1.0., it can clearly be perceived that percentage pass in English 

Language has been decreasing over the past five years and that, too, for both syllabuses. The 

prevailing situation has, therefore, triggered this particular research and to unveil and determine 

that predominant factors which influence the academic performance of the students studying 

English language as the English Language at School Certificate Level. In the same view, there is 

also a number of researchers whose studies are based on the factors which influence the 

performance of English language since as a second language the students face a various difficulty 

to learn the subject (Harper and Jong, 2004; Kaplan, Baldauf and Kamwangamalu, 2011).  

 


